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COLUMBIA, MO.

The Missouri Soil Testing
Association (MSTA) Ap-
proval Program is de-

signed to assure that results
provided by participating pub-
lic and private labs serving
the citizens of Missouri agree
with allowable statistical lim-
its. This is accomplished by

evaluating the soil testing laboratories in their
performance through inter-laboratory sample
exchanges and a statistical evaluation of the an-
alytical data. Based on this premise, soil test re-
sults from MSTA approved labs will be accepted
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm
Service Agency (FSA) and Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Conservation Services
(NRCS) in federally assisted cost share pro-
grams and nutrient management plans in the
state of Missouri.

Beginning in 1999, MSTA combined its efforts

with the North American Proficiency Testing
Program (NAPT). In order to be approved by the
Missouri State program, the participating labs
should participate in all four quarter exchanges
of the NAPT program and submit the MO State
data release form each year to the NAPT coordi-
nator. The NAPT coordinator in return sends
soil test data from quarterly sample exchanges
of the labs participating in MSTA program to the
Missouri state coordinator. The MU Soil Testing
Lab director serves as the state program coor-
dinator and performs statistical analysis of the
data as specified in the MSTA program. If a lab’s
results fall within the allowable limits, the lab
will be placed on the Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) list of approved labs. A lab that is not ap-
proved may re-apply after a year. An updated
listing of Missouri State Approved Soil Testing
lab list can be found at: http://soilplantlab.mis-
souri.edu/soil/msta.aspx . ∆
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